
 
 
 
 
MEMO TO: City Council  
 
FROM: Rosemarie Ives, Mayor 
 
DATE:  October 5, 2004 
 
SUBJECT: ORDINANCE:  ESTABLISH A 30-MPH SPEED LIMIT ON 185TH 

AVENUE NE FROM REDMOND-FALL CITY ROAD/SR-202 TO NE 
UNION HILL ROAD 

 
 
I. RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

Adopt the proposed ordinance amending Section 10.24.060 of the Redmond Municipal 
Code to establish the speed limit of 30-mph on 185th Avenue NE between Redmond-Fall 
City Road/SR-202 and NE Union Hill Road. 

 
 

II.  DEPARTMENT CONTACT PERSONS 
 

Dave Rhodes, Director of Public Works 556-2705 
Don Cairns, Transportation Division Manager 556-2834 
Dave Alm, Transportation Operations Manager 556-2875 
Deby Canfield, Senior Engineering Technician 556-2752 
 
 

III. DESCRIPTION 
 
The street classification for 185th Avenue NE is as a “collector arterial street”, and it 
currently carries traffic from Redmond-Fall City Road/SR-202 to just north of NE 76th 
Street.  In the future it will continue north to NE Union Hill Road.  The official speed 
limit on this roadway is currently posted at 25-mph.  There is a traffic signal at the 
intersection of Redmond-Fall City Road/SR-202 and 185th Avenue NE, and one is 
planned at the intersection of Union Hill Road and 185th Avenue NE in the future.  
Existing development along this corridor consists of primarily industrial and business 
park uses with driveways directly accessing 185th Avenue NE.  On-street parking is 
permitted on both sides of the street along most of the corridor.  
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Speed limits other than the RCW basic rule for maximum speed limits of 25-mph for city 
streets may be set by local ordinance, and are generally based on the national practice of 
using the 85th percentile speed recorded by a radar spot speed survey of free flowing 
vehicles on the roadway.  In a sample survey of 100 vehicles, 85 are traveling at or below 
this speed and 15 of the vehicles are traveling at a higher speed. Redmond typically sets 
speed limits within 5-mph of the 85th percentile speed. Recent radar spot speed surveys 
conducted along 185th Avenue NE indicate an 85th percentile speed of 35-mph. 
 
A 10-mph range that contains the largest number of vehicles in the survey is also a good 
indicator for where to place the posted speed. Approximately 56% of the sample fell 
within the 10-mph range of 26-mph to 36-mph.  Other factors involved in a decision to 
determine appropriate speed limits include roadway geometry and design speed, accident 
records, sight distance and surrounding land use.  (See Attachment E for more 
information regarding speed zoning.)  
 
The current posted speed limit of 25-mph is 10-mph lower than the 85th percentile speed 
and at the bottom end of the 10-mph pace.  City of Redmond Police and Fire personnel 
have requested an increase in the posted speed limit to more accurately reflect actual 
driving conditions and driver behavior.  The speed limit on this corridor has been 
discussed at Traffic Safety Committee meetings that include staff from Public Works, 
Police and Fire.  All were in agreement that a posted limit of 30-mph is appropriate for 
this street. 
 
A review of accident records along this corridor during a four-year period reveals no 
reported accidents related to speed, on-street parking or driveway access have occurred 
since November, 2002.   

 
Based on roadway design and classification, current and anticipated increases in traffic 
volumes, recent radar spot speed surveys, and the desire to provide safe driving 
conditions for motorists, staff recommends adoption of an ordinance establishing a 30-
mph speed limit on 185th Avenue NE between Redmond-Fall City Road and NE Union 
Hill Road. 

 
 
IV. FISCAL IMPACT 
 

There is no fiscal impact associated with this project.  Changing the speed limit signs 
from 25-mph to 30-mph will be handled as a regular maintenance item. 
 
 

V. ALTERNATIVES 
 
 The Council could choose not to approve the 30-mph speed limit and the street would 

remain at 25-mph. 
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VI. TIME CONSTRAINTS 
 
 None. 
 
 
VII. ATTACHMENTS 
 

A. Vicinity Map 
B. Ordinance 
C. Radar Spot Speed Survey 
D. Four-year Accident Statistics 
E. Standard Practice on Setting Speed Limits 
F. Schedule of Speed Limits 

 
 
 
________________________________________                                                          ______________ 
David Rhodes, Director of Public Works      Date 
 
 
 
Approved for Council Agenda ________________________________            ____________ 
      Rosemarie Ives, Mayor   Date 
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